Introduction
Student centered approaches encourage the learners to take an active role in their own learning. They emphasize the use of strategies that give the students power and choice in learning the language and as 
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A B S T R A C T
The present research aims at investigating the relationship between the dimensions of imagery strategy and learning vocabulary among elementary learners in Ilam. The research sample is including 40 elementary learners in Ilam city, who were divided into two groups as control and experiment groups. The data for this study were collected by means of observation. In this study imagery strategy was used for learning vocabulary and research instruments are included colorful pictures, toys and paintings which were used as instruments of imagery strategy. These instruments were used for experimental group. The findings of the study indicated that there is a significant relationship between using imagery strategy and learning vocabulary among elementary students of Ilam. Also, they found that there is a significant relationship between using colorful pictures and learning vocabulary among elementary students of Ilam. Regarding to research findings, there is a significant relationship between using toy instruments and learning vocabulary among elementary students of Ilam. And finally the findings indicated that there is a significant relationship between using painting and learning vocabulary among elementary students of Ilam.
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ways to find time -efficient ways to learn the language.
Wilkins (1972) has acknowledged this fact significantly when he says "while without grammar very little can be conveyed, without vocabulary nothing can be conveyed." As Iranian educational system in teaching English puts more emphasize on the four language skills, vocabulary learning in many classrooms is largely incidental, and usually involves the teaching of the definition of the words in the texts. Therefore, students become dependent on the dictionary for the usage of the words. According to Kafipouretal (2011) this ad hoc approach to vocabulary learning has led to a general inadequacy in vocabulary knowledge among Iranian university students. Khosravi
Boroujeni et al (2013) points out that due to language deficiencies, Iranian EFL learners hesitate to participate in international conferences and have difficulties in getting information online or studying reference books.
In order to be fluent in a language thousands of words are needed.
Statement of the problem
In the light of above-mentioned and discussed the facts , it is necessary to consider Wilkins' (1972) famous saying that "without grammar, very little can be conveyed, without vocabulary nothing can be conveyed" (p. 111). And these words sum up the great importance of vocabulary very well. Vocabulary acquisition is currently receiving much more attention inL2 pedagogy and research .The bulk of research that has explored the effects of memory strategies for vocabulary acquisition has examined language acquisition in terms of imagery as well. These studies will be found an effect of these memory strategies on vocabulary acquisition. Underling these studies is "depth of processing theory", the more cognitive energy a person exerts when manipulating and thinking about a word, the more probable it is that they will be capable to remember and apply it later (Craik & Lockhart, 1972; Craik & Tulving, 1975 Metacognitive, affective and social strategies are under the indirect ones, whereas the direct strategies involve memory, cognitive and compensation strategies. 
Memory strategy: imagery strategy
In the light of above-mentioned and discussed facts, it is necessary to consider Wilkins' (1972) famous saying that "without grammar, very little can be conveyed, without vocabulary nothing can be conveyed" (p.111).
And these words sum up the great importance of vocabulary very well. Vocabulary acquisition is currently receiving much more attention in L2 pedagogy and research. The bulk of research that has explored the effects of memory strategies for vocabulary acquisition has examined language acquisition in terms of imagery as good. These written reports have found an effect of these retention strategies on vocabulary learning.
Underling these studies is "depth of processing theory", the more cognitive energy a person exerts when manipulating and thinking about a word, the more probable it is that they will be capable to remember and Visualization is one way which can empower the students while they encounter with unknown words and can help students successfully achieve comprehension of the text. This is because it is a skill that improves their visual imagery; it is a realistic tool to help them learn vocabulary and comprehend text (Gambrell and Jawitz, 1993). Some research suggests that major differences between students who are efficient at comprehending and those who are not is that the former are better able to develop visualizations during the reading process.
Seeing the author's message being processed or presented through words, seeing 'the movie,' increases students' abilities to make connections, inferences, predictions, and commit to their sense memory for recall (Ekwall and Shanker, 1998). 
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Vocabulary and Imagery Strategy
Vocabulary is central to English language teaching because without sufficient vocabulary students cannot understand others or express their own ideas. Wilkins 
Research Method
The design of the study is quasi-experimental, including one experimental group and one control group. The experimental group was taught only one kind of memory strategy (imagery) which was considered as the independent variable of the study. However, the control group was instructed based on the traditional direct translation in its vocabulary learning process. The participants' vocabulary scores were considered as the dependent variable.
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After the pre-test, the main phase of the study began in which one experimental group was instructed about the imagery strategy for a semester. The two groups of the study were taught two sessions a week for 4 weeks. In order to teach in the control group, different modes of vocabulary presentation were involved in the experiment. That is to say, each vocabulary was presented in isolation on the board. Then, the teacher provided the students with an oral pronunciation of words, explained their parts of speech, and finally offered a direct translation of words in Persian. This approach was pursued every session for the whole semester during which the learners were not offered any vocabulary learning strategy. However, the teaching and learning approach was totally different for the experimental groups. Prior to teaching and learning session, the participants were familiarized with the concept of strategy and its definition, a kind of strategy awareness; then they were provided with some practical examples to master applying the intended strategy.
To teach in the experimental imagery group, the learners were required to create a mental image of the word which was going to be taught or the pictures of words The data for this study were collected by means of observation. In this study imagery strategy was used for learning vocabulary and research instruments are included colorful pictures, toys and paintings which were used as instruments of imagery strategy. These instruments were used for experimental group.
Research Findings
Q1
 Is there significant relationship between using imagery strategy and learning vocabulary among elementary students of Ilam? 
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Conclusion & Discussion
The purpose of the study was investigating the effects of any imaginary strategy on student vocabulary learning. However, as the children increased with age their ability to use partial pictures and internal images to remember texts also increased relative to the control condition.
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This tends to support Piaget and Inhaler's (1969) argument that children's ability to image becomes more sophisticated over time.
In a study of reading behavior Lesgold, McCormick, and Go Iinkoff (1975) instructed third and fourth-grade Rh-282 students to draw simple cartoons of ideas and events depicted in stories after they read them. Later they instructed the students to construct mental images ("imagine the cartoons") of stories. The students instructed in the imagery strategy and reminded to use it remembered more than students receiving a more genera1 non-Imagery training. It is related to our hypothesis: There is a significant relationship between using painting and learning vocabulary among elementary students of Ilam.
Suggestions for further researches
 Imagery strategy is an extended discussion which is including many dimensions and just four dimensions of them were investigated in this study, so other dimensions can study in the form of various researches.
 Imagery strategy may have a significant effect on learning other skills than vocabulary, so it can study the effect of imagery strategy of skills such as reading, writing and so on. 
